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Framework Plan Purpose

The purpose of this framework plan is to create a long-term plan for
Gompers Park that responds to diverse neighborhood needs as well as
the historic context of the park. It provides a vision for improvements to
the park over time and serves as a planning tool for both the
community and the Chicago Park District. It also outlines priorities and
ensures that improvements are done in a coordinated and holistic
manner. The plan is consulted as capital funding becomes available.
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Aerial Map

Foster Ave.

Gompers (Samuel) Park

4222 W.




Gompers Park History

Gompers Park was created by the Albany Park District, one of 22 independent park districts
consolidated into the Chicago Park District in 1934. In 1926, not long after the Albany Park
District identified nearly 40 acres of wooded farmland along the North Branch of the Chicago
River, landscape architect Henry J. Stockman prepared a plan to transform the property into
parkland. Improvements began almost as soon as initial land purchases were completed in
1927. By 1932, in addition to wooded areas and a natural stream dammed to create lagoons,
the property had basketball courts, archery ranges, football fields, and playgrounds. Clarence
Hatzfeld, a Chicago architect and member of the Albany Park board, designed the park's
Tudor Revival-style fieldhouse. In 1934, financial pressures created by the Great Depression
prompted formation of the Chicago Park District. Using federal funding through the Works
Progress Administration (WPA), the park district soon began rehabilitating the southern
portion of the park, constructing tennis courts, a footbridge over the river, a dam and spillway
for the lower lagoon. After adding a wading pool in 1946, the park district built a full-sized
swimming pool 30 years later. In the mid-1990s, with tremendous community support, the
park district began restoring the wetlands along the south bank of the river according to plans
prepared by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. In its earliest days, Gompers Park was
briefly known as Matson Park, for Samuel Matson, Superintendent of the Albany Park District.
Albany Park District President Henry A. Schwartz, an official of the shoemakers' union, soon
convinced the park board that it was inappropriate to name the park for a living person. In
1929, the district renamed the site in honor of Samuel Gompers (1850-1924), long-time
president of the American Federation of Labor. Elected president of his local cigar makers'
union in 1875, Gompers progressed quickly through the ranks, becoming the AFL's first
president in 1886.

*Historical Profile prepared by Julia Bachrach, Historian for the Chicago Park District, available on-line at chicagoparkdistrict.com
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Historical Images
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Historical Images

Viewing south west from Foster Avenue

(1930s)

Existing conditions
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Existing Conditions: Playground

Playground

Playground features Playground seating




Existing Conditions: Paved Areas
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Existing Conditions: Athletic Areas
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Existing Conditions: Lagoon and Wetland
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Wetland viewing west




Existing Conditions: River




Existing Conditions: Flooding
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Fieldhouse viewed from staff parking lot

Existing Conditions: Building Exterior
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Entry to fieldhouse




Existing Conditions: Building Interior
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Viewing west from staff room windows
Community Room
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Process: Meetings

Kick Off Meeting: October 16, 2013

This meeting was held to introduce the
framework planning process to the advisory
council and community. The meeting
included a visioning session where the
advisory council supplied ideas for future
improvements to the park.

Public Framework Plan Meetings
October 16, 2013

October 30, 2013

December 5, 2013

December 11, 2013

January 23, 2014

Framework Plan Completed
January 23, 2014
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